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JOE BARBIERI – Biography 

 
 
Joe Barbieri is a fascinating anomaly. An outsider that outside the track of the industry 
has been able to build a personal journey, and that has succeeded in the rare exercise 
in conveying the approval of critics, colleagues and the audience. 

 
After an apprenticeship in the team of the Italian singer/songwriter Pino Daniele (who 
was his first producer), the one that the French magazine Les Inrockuptibles rightly 
dubbed as "l'artiste qui murmure à nos oreilles" in 2004 released his first album titled 
"In Parole Povere". The debut is an irresistible meltin 'pot that binds the world music to 
jazz, to the noblest tradition of the Italian ‘cantautori’. The album is released in twelve 
countries and is elected ‘album of the year’ by the German review CD-Kritik. 

 
2009 is the year of "Maison Maravilha". Barbieri's second album is distributed over 
Japan, North America and much of Europe and soon reaches the 20,000 copies sold. 
"Maison Maravilha" is a trove of great songs; among the others maybe two emerge: 
"Normalmente" which the Italian pianist Stefano Bollani has publically defined as the 
most beautiful ballad ever written, and "Malegría" a haunting fado in which Barbieri 
duets with the cuban star of Buena Vista Social Club, Omara Portuondo. 

The concerts that follow are numerous and crowded, and in 2010, "Maison Maravilha" 
becomes a live cd+dvd titled "Maison Maravilha Viva" recorded at the Auditorium Parco 
della Musica in Rome. 

 
On the day of the 2012 vernal equinox Joe Barbieri is back with "Respiro”. Beside him 
there are friends as the Uruguayan Oscar-winning Jorge Drexler, Gianmaria Testa, the 
trumpeter Fabrizio Bosso and the aforementioned Stefano Bollani. 

During the summer of the same year, through the historic French company Le Chant 
du Monde / Harmonia Mundi, "Respiro" is progressively released in more than fifty 
countries, and Barbieri is invited to play as in Italy as in Tokyo, Copenhagen, Madrid or 
Paris. 

 

On the 13th of may of this year Joe Barbieri invited the jazz players Luca Aquino and 
Antonio Fresa to remember the figure of Chet Baker in the 25th anniversary of his 
death, reinterpreting his most beautiful repertoire and also investigating Chet’s 
connections with Italy. The album – with the featurings of, among others, the American 
singer Stacey Kent and the Brasilian singer-songwriter Marcio Faraco – is titled “Chet 
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Lives!”. 

 
In the spring of 2015, Joe releases his fourth cd with original songs. The album, 
inspired by Konstantinos Kavafis's poems, and devoted to the theme of travel, is titled 
“Cosmonauta Da Appartamento". 
Recorded between Naples, Rio de Janeiro, Copenhagen, New York, Paris and Madrid, 
the album itself is a journey; also thanks to the contributions by Luz Casal, Hamilton de 
Holanda, La Shica and Peppe Servillo. 
It is worth mentioning the singularity of the title track, in which fans from around the 
world took part in by sending audio tracks that were then mixed in the studio. 
The experiment also aimed to raise the awareness of the participants about the issue 
of migrants and to collect voluntary donations in favor of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. 
On September 9th, the album was named for the Targa Tenco in the ‘Album of the 
Year’ category. 
 
Barbieri spent the year 2016 as a sabbatical season from his singer-songwriting 
activity, and went on tour with his friend producer, author and guitarist Tony Canto. The 
two musicians crossed the Italian peninsula with their only guitars and Joe's voice to 
venerate the authors of the Italian Canzone. The tour - which has been 26 cities long - 
had the title "Maestri". 
 
In the middle of 2017 Joe Barbieri returns back to his songs, releasing his fifth album 
entitled "Origami". 
The minimalist and mostly jazz-latin cd is a celebration of the aesthetic as a compass 
through which to be guided, and fragility as a tool and value by which to feel the 
deepest beat of the world. 
The iconic trumpeter Paolo Fresu joins Barbieri in the song “Rinascimento”. 
 
Two years later, on May 2019, Joe completes the dilogy dedicated to his tutelary 
deities in jazz that began in 2013 with Chet Baker, devoting an album to Billie Holiday 
entitled "Dear Billie". 
The cd, recorded live in the studio in front of 50 fans, contains some of the 
masterpieces made famous by the queen of Baltimore as well as an unpublished song 
that give the name to the album, and counts - in addition to Barbieri on guitar and 
vocals - Gabriele Mirabassi on clarinet, Pietro Lussu on piano and Luca Bulgarelli on 
double bass. 
 
On October of the same year he participated as an artistic producer, arranger, author 
and adapter from Portuguese and French, to ''Morabeza'', the most international album 
of his colleague Tosca. 
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Among the songs of the cd stands out a bilingual version of one of Barbieri's most 
acclaimed songs entitled ''Normalmente'', in a duet with Ivan Lins. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISCOGRAPHY 

 
2017 “Dear Billie” 

2017 “Origami” 

2015 “Cosmonauta Da Appartamento” 

2013 “Chet Lives!” 

2012 “Respiro” 

2010 “Maison Maravilha Viva” (live) 

2009 “Maison Maravilha” 

2004 “In Parole Povere” 

 


